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to prepare at once a law1 which would confer upon
Egypt the right of effective participation in the
internal administration of the country. Neither of
these bodies accepted the palliatives which had been
already offered. The extension of the powers vested
in the Provincial Councils, and the replacement of
Englishmen by Egyptians, were regarded as unsatis-
factory substitutes. So acute became the feeling on
the point in the Legislative Council, that its members
declined to co-operate further with the Cabinet. But
if Sir Eldon Gorst was no man to be intimidated into
granting political concessions which he believed to be
premature, he was so far in harmony with the aspira-
tions of the Council that he persuaded the Ministers
to attend the debates of that body. For Egypt the
innovation was a startling experiment; and perhaps
it is not surprising if the trial yielded little success.
Minsters, unaccustomed to be questioned by persons
of less consequence than themselves, took umbrage
at the tone adopted by the Council, and the latter
retaliated by displaying as much discourtesy as
Egyptian etiquette allowed.2 But there was reason to
believe that hostility was directed less against in-
dividual Ministers than against the person of the
Khedive, whose growing ascendancy was being watched
jealously by powerful and independent Notables. The
hope once entertained by the latter that they them-
selves would be strong enough to check His Highness,
had been dissipated by the support which the British
Agency accorded to him, and the Legislative Council
now stood alone between the population and the
ruler. Nothing showed more clearly how the Council

1  See 1908 Report upon Egypt by Sir Eldon Gorst.

2  Sir Eldon Gorst took the side of the Ministers.   In his opinion
the latter c are better acquainted with the real desires and opinions
of their countrymen than the members of a Council, who in reality
represent nothing but the class of wealthy Beys and Pashas' (Report,
1910).